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FOHB NEWSLETTER
Letter from the President

Welcome to Summer and the Friends Are Cooking (In a Great Way)!

If you’ve not seen Thespian Hall the past few weeks, there’s a lot going on. Thanks to our

successful fundraising dinner on February 8, wood repair is completed and painting has begun

on the exterior of Thespian Hall. We owe a huge thanks to Benjamin Moore Paints and Tabitha

Greis at RicMar for their donation of the paint for this huge job! 

In addition, a hardworking crew of community volunteers and members of the Boonville Silver

Pirate Band completed the clean out of the third floor of Thespian Hall.  Scrap metal, old

lumber, construction debris from the 70’s have been removed. The floor is clear and the 12 foot

windows reveal a beautiful panoramic view of downtown Boonville. 

Thespian Hall will be in great shape for the Missouri Symphony from Columbia on Sunday, June

22 at 2:00 pm. Maestro Wilbur Lin will be leading a full orchestra of professional musicians in the

Missouri Symphony for its first performance in Boonville. Make plans to attend. 

Following that, we will celebrate Thespian Hall’s 168th dedication anniversary on Thursday, July 3,

at 7:30 pm with the Thespian Hall Conservatory Band on stage for a “Red, White, and Blue

Celebration.” The best in concert band music from popular, classical and patriotic will be

featured.

While you’re driving around Boonville check out the other Friends’ properties. The Friends of

Historic Boonville Board and other dedicated volunteers are donating their time and money to

maintain the Hain House Gardens, the Jail Gardens, and the landscape around Thespian Hall.

The city of Boonville is going to have its closeup on Heritage Days. The Friends of Historic

Boonville sites are in great shape!

Sincerely,

Steve Litwiller

President, Friends of Historic Boonville

Steve Litwiller - President
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Executive Director’s Letter
Rayce Kendrick - Executive Director

As you can tell, our properties have been very active to kick off the year and we don’t see that

slowing down anytime soon.  

In March the Missouri State High School Activities Association, in partnership with Boonville High

School hosted their annual band contest at Thespian Hall.  Kim Pirtle initiated this effort a few

years ago as director of the Boonville High School Band, and continues to facilitate it while in

retirement.  This gives us the opportunity to introduce many students from the surrounding area

to Thespian Hall.

Speaking of students, the Turning Pointe Dance Studio, held their 29  recital at Thespian Hall in

April.  Students of all ages performed three shows, selling out each.  The number of attendees

and students over the years who first stepped into Thespian Hall for one of these recitals cannot

be overstated.  Heck, I was one of them!  We’re proud Thespian Hall gets to host an event with

such a far-reaching community impact.  Also in April, we had a great Big Muddy Folk Festival

and BBQ- more on that later in the newsletter...

th

We’ve got some great events coming up that will be open to the public and you’ll be able see

those on the last page.  One of those is our Summer Concert Series at Hain House, each Friday in

June at 6:30, except the last one, which will be taking place during Heritage Days, on Saturday at

noon.  We plan to have concessions this year.  The money will go towards painting the Hain

House.  We’re already going to be completing wood repair in the coming weeks and would love

to get it painted before winter if at all possible.  We’re about $4,000 away from making this

happen and hope to make a big dent in that with our Summer Concert Series!

Also during Heritage Days, we’ll be hosting the Annual Art Show at the Hain House.  Details and

a sign-up form are further down the newsletter.  All the schools in the surrounding areas have

received this form and we hope to have a lot of entries this year!  We’re looking for volunteers
to help decorate and hang art for the Art Show, as well as volunteers who’d be available to
chaperone the Hain House while the art is on display on Friday, the 27 , and Saturday, the
28 .  Please contact the office via phone (660-882-7977) or email
(info@friendsofhistoricboonvillemo.org) if interested in helping!

th

th

One thing that won’t be a public event, but worth sharing is that we’ll have a film crew at the

Old Jail in mid-June filming a re-enactment scene of the Battle of Athens (Tennessee) for a

documentary.

Finally, several members have brought concerns over federal funding cuts to the National

Endowment for the Arts to our attention.  Fortunately, the NEA contribution to the Missouri Arts

Council only totals about 7% of their budget, and our state legislature approved a slight increase

in arts funding for the coming year.  So we may feel the cut slightly, but I just wanted to assure

everybody that there’s no need to panic.  We’ve also been working towards making the

organization less reliant on grants over the past couple years, and have made measurable

progress toward that end.
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The gardens are awake, and blooming made all the more beautiful by the work of volunteers.

Spring cleanup started at the Hain House the end of March where a group weeded, trimmed,

mulched, and planted. Gardeners included Cathy Bail, Philip Bechtold, Carolyn Edwards, Karen

Hsu, Misty Langston, Jim Merryfield, Kim Pirtle and Don and Lisa Street. Begonias and lantana

were planted, along with five honeysuckle vines donated by Jeff Oberhaus of Vintage Hill, which

are along the back fence. Their brilliant red blooms lend additional color to the garden. Plants

given by Misty Langston and Marla Stretz continue to spread, enhancing the beds. Thanks also to

the Boonville Women’s Club whose continued support is much appreciated.  Two more

gardening evenings at the Hain House included weeding and mulching in preparation for events

in the garden-the Boonville Women’s Club May Luncheon, evening concerts in the gardens on

Fridays in June, Heritage Days the end of June, and the opening reception of the Missouri River

Festival of the Arts on August 20th.

In April, a morning in the gardens was spent at the Old Jail where Philip Bechtold, Carolyn

Edwards, Karen Hsu, Misty Langston, Steve Litwiller, Christa Russel, and Don and Lisa Street

worked their magic-awakening this lovely garden. Thank you, Carolyn, for truckloads of mulch

here and at the Hain House. Misty Langston’s planted pots decorate the back of the Old Jail and

she also planted hydrangea in front. Thank you, Misty.

Last, but not least, on Saturday, May 3, Boonville’s “Hello Beautiful” Beautification Day, volunteer

helpers Philip Bechtold, Glenn Brown, Kim Pirtle and Don Street spread mulch after trimming

and tidying around Thespian Hall.

All the Friends’ properties are ready for the spring and summer activities!

Spring in the Gardens
Lisa Street - Gardening Committee Chair, Board Member
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A Big Muddy Weekend Recap

Dave Para, festival artistic director, and the Big Muddy committee would like to thank the

Friends of Historic Boonville for the opportunity to present the 33rd Big Muddy Folk Festival,

April 4-5. It was a success in so many ways. It was the largest crowd we have had since Covid,

and when the hall looks that full it just makes the performers happy and more enthusiastic to

play there. These were the kind of evenings I always hope to have. You could feel positive energy

in the hall.

We were treated to some very fine performances. The audience was pretty much ready to adopt

Spencer and Raines and their kids in the Lost Keys, as well as Dirk and Amelia Powell. These

were exemplary of masterful players of traditional music passing down their music to their next

generation in real time. (Maybe the next time you see Dirk and Amelia on television, maybe with

Rhianna Giddens, you can say, “Hey, those guys played Thespian Hall.) Alan Munde and the

Rogers and 3 Trails West all stepped up and showed us what years of dedication and professional

performance can bring to our stage. Despite the spurs and cowboy leather on display, there were

no flies on any of it. Bing Futch really seized the moment. He has always had great energy when

he performs, and that was evident when he first played here years ago. But has developed those

skills and his music, and the audience was ready to hear the messages of harmony and

community he included in some of the songs in his show. Our festival long ago adopted Ellie

Grace, and we’re all happy when she returns; and my band the Cheap Shots had practiced quite

a bit for our five songs, and it showed. It made me proud to play with them.

We had successful workshops from 3 Trails West on traditional cowboy songs, and Alan Munde’s

bluegrass jam that extended into the open stage slot, which made Buzz Keiper very happy.

Spencer and Raines led a great old-time jam, though it went in a slightly different direction than

they had planned, and Ellie led a nice couples two-step dance workshop despite having broken

her finger Thursday evening. We had planned outdoor jams on the Thespian Hall front porch

prior to each evening show, but the rain made those a no-go, and we had limited success

moving the jams inside at Turner Hall.

I am always grateful to Terry Smith and the barbecue crew, and I enjoy visiting with them during

the day. My dinner was great, and the two slabs of ribs we ate later brought back good

memories. I don’t know the numbers, but I understand the barbecue did well and the festival

itself made a notable amount of money.

We had some new volunteers this year and a new committee member, Caleb Salyer. Many

volunteers support the festival and not always in public ways. Thanks to all of them, and I hope

you had a good time. It was again a pleasure to work with Rayce, whose efforts in social media

advertising were beneficial. and we appreciate his work as director.

Note from Rayce on the BBQ:  The BBQ was once again hugely successful.  There are too
many volunteers to thank, and it’s amazing that we’re able to do it every year.  It’s saved
us when times were tough and is instrumental to our organization.  Terry donated the
BBQ meat this year and we can’t thank him enough!

Dave Para - Big Muddy Folk Festival Artistic Director
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Missouri River Festival Report

The Friends of Historic Boonville are proud to present the 50th Missouri River Festival of the Arts

on August 20-23, 2025. We are  celebrating  with special guests, returning artists, incredible

concerts, receptions, and the fantastic Festival Finale. 

Artistic Director David Halen has recruited a superb group of musicians to perform this year.

Festival favorite Suzy Yang returns as featured cello soloist, and   Roger Kaza, principal horn for

the St. Louis Symphony, leads members of the St. Louis Symphony Brass Section in a brass band

ensemble. 

World renown conductor Leonard Slatkin will direct the Festival Orchestra at the final concert.

Maestro Slatkin is a six time Grammy winner and author of five books on conducting. He is a past

conductor of the St. Louis Symphony, Detroit Symphony, the BBC London Symphony, the

National Symphony in Washington D.C. and guest conducted for the Chicago Symphony, and the

New York Philharmonic. Get ready to welcome him to the Thespian Hall stage, in Boonville,

Missouri, on August 23!

This is going to be an historic event for Boonville and the music world as we celebrate the 50th

Anniversary of the Missouri River Festival of the Arts. Look for reminders online and in your

mailboxes for updates. Tickets go on sale to the public on July 16.

Steve Litwiller - Chair

FOHB Archivist Receives Statewide Recognition
If you’ve visited the Old Jail on any given Thursday morning you

might hear footsteps upstairs in the archives—no, it’s not the Old Jail

Ghost—it’s the Friends’ Archivist, Kathleen Conway, who volunteers

her time to keep our archives in tip top shape. She’s spent many

hours working to capture our irreplaceable documents in digital

format.  A former employee at the State Historical Society of Missouri,

Kathleen’s expertise in working with archival material is of the

highest caliber, and she is constantly helping citizens solve mysteries

regarding their properties’ histories. Kathleen was recently featured

under “Volunteer Spotlight” in the Missouri Times Winter 2025 issue.

The Friends of Historic Boonville are very appreciative of the work

Kathleen does to keep history alive and well in Boonville.

Planters Adorn Thespian Hall
Lisa Street - Gardening Committee Chair, Board Member
In addition to the recent painting of the exterior of Thespian Hall, the Friends of Historic

Boonville will be adding three colorful planters to the front of the building. One of the planters,

with plantings, was the gift of an anonymous donor with the other two from The Friends.  These

classic planters will be changed out seasonally with summer blooms enhancing The Hall for the

upcoming 50th Anniversary of the Missouri River Festival of the Arts when the crown jewel of

Boonville will shine.
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Upcoming Events
Hain House Summer Concert Series

June 6 @ 6:30pm - Joseph Gulino
June 13 @ 6:30pm - Prevailing Winds
June 20 @ 6:30pm - Thoreau’d in the Road
June 28 @ Noon - Sauerkraut Serenaders

The Missouri Symphony at Thespian Hall
June 22 @ 2pm (tickets available @ themosy.org)

Heritage Days Art Show
June 27 & 28 

Red, White, & Blue/Thespian Hall Anniversary
Concert (Thespian Hall Conservatory Band)

July 3 @ 7:30pm

50th Missouri River Festival of the Arts
August 20-23, 2025

Membership Renewals
Memberships extend to the end of the current or following

year, depending on when the membership was purchased,

rather than tracking membership dates on a case-by-case

basis.

For example, if your membership was purchased in July,

2024, it expires December, 2025, because the membership

was purchased closer to the end of the current membership

cycle than the beginning.  However, if your membership was

purchased in June, 2024, it expired December, 2024,

because it was purchased closer to the beginning of the

membership cycle.  Patrons of the 2025 Festival of the Arts

are members through December, 2026.

If you’re unsure of your membership status, please call,

(660)882-7977, or email,

info@friendsofhistoricboonvillemo.org.


