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FOHB NEWSLETTER

Letter from the President

Welcome to the Fall Edition of the Friends of Historic Boonville Newsletter!

The 49th Missouri River Festival of the Arts had a great art show, successful bike ride, and three

superb concerts. Patron and donor support set a record and ticket sales are up, but we are not

resting! The committees started meeting the week after the Festival Finale to plan for the 50th

MRFA, August 20-23, 2025. We will have a special lineup of performers and artists to

commemorate the anniversary of one of the longest running music festivals in Missouri.

 

Next year’s featured performers and concerts for the Festival will be revealed on February 8,

2025, at Thespian Hall. “Onstage at Thespian Hall with David Halen,” will include drinks, and

dinner, with Artistic Director David Halen performing. Keep an eye on our Facebook page and

‘snail mail’ for details. You’ll be hearing more about this event in the coming weeks. For now,

mark your calendars. We can’t wait to share the stellar list of artists and concerts for the 50th!

The Boonville Community Chorus Christmas Concert rehearsals began Monday, October 28.

Artistic Director Dr. Claude Westfall is conducting the choir. A wide variety of great Christmas

music, a fine choir, and special guests will be at Thespian Hall for the concert on Tuesday,

December 3. Thespian Hall is a wonderful place to sing.

The annual Friends of Historic Boonville membership meeting is on November 12, 6:30 pm on

stage at Thespian Hall. This is a business meeting to inform the membership of what the Friends

have accomplished this year and next year’s plans. Appetizers and drinks are provided.

The Friends of Historic Boonville Christmas Homes Tour returns on December 14. Last year’s event

was a huge success and there are different homes to see and more activities on this year’s tour. 

As you can tell from this newsletter there is a lot going on. Many of these projects are bringing

people to Boonville that have never been in Thespian Hall or were not aware of the rich heritage

of this town. The Friends of Historic Boonville are able to sponsor these events because of the

support of your membership and our dedicated volunteers. On behalf of the Board, we thank

you!

Steve Litwiller - President
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Executive Director’s Letter
Rayce Kendrick - Executive Director

This continuously expanding role as the “community arts organization for Boonville” supports our

primary duty of historic preservation, particularly our three properties of Thespian Hall, Hain

House, and the Old Jail.

Major and minor projects are always on the horizon.  Sometimes we’re able to plan for them

months or years in advance, and sometimes they require immediate attention.  Since the last

newsletter, a gas leak was discovered in Thespian Hall.  Further investigation showed that an

entire replacement of the Hall’s gas lines was necessary.  The work was completed in October,

prior to tours of Thespian Hall during the Tourism Commissions “Witchy Weekend” (tours given

by volunteers: Cathy Bail, Janice Cary, Steve Litwiller, and Brent Bozarth) and the Brennen

Leigh/Augusta Cooper concert.  The bill totaled approximately $18,000.  

A review of the previous fiscal year (ending June 30th), showed progress toward sustainability, as

we look to ween ourselves off of a reliance on major contributions in the future.  Our major

fundraisers and events all did exceptionally well this past fiscal year.  We can work to replicate

this as best we can, yet factors such as “great weather” can’t be counted on.  Even still, with a

“perfect year,” an unbudgeted $18,000 bill is a major blow.

Brennen Leigh’s concert with support from Augusta Cooper was a great success, particularly in

attracting new faces to Boonville.  It is estimated that north of 240 spectators were in

attendance.  

The performance quality was top notch.  Augusta Cooper, a Boonville resident since the age of

thirteen, opened the show with her Jazz trio.  This was her “Boonville debut” and the response

was so strong that a headline show featuring her will be explored.  She’s a one-of-a-kind vocalist,

and we’re very fortunate to have her here.

Brennen won the crowd over quickly with her endearing personality, and masterful, yet relatable,

style of songwriting.  The line to meet her and purchase merchandise after the show filled the

lobby and into the hallway.

Perhaps the most encouraging part was the overwhelming amount of people who came up to

me and told me that they had never been to Thespian Hall before (many of whom were from

Kansas City or St. Louis areas).  They went on to encourage the Friends to have more concerts,

and that they’d be in attendance every time.  We had 50 membership brochures on the bench at

the entrance, and there were three left at the end of the night.  Perhaps a regular “concert series”

is in our future.  If we’re going to preserve these places, we should give people the opportunity to

experience them as much as we can.

I also want to thank our hard-working volunteers that night: Caleb Salyer, Maddie Hicks, Glenn

and Misty Langston, Ronnie Perkins, Don and Lisa Street, Cindy Newton, Philip Bechtold, Deb

Jewett, Lesley Oswald, and Hallie Thompson.
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2024 Christmas Homes Tour

With the start of fall, Christmas can’t be far behind! Plans are rapidly coming together for the

second annual Christmas Homes Tour sponsored by the Friends of Historic Boonville.  This year’s

tour will be held on Saturday, December 14 from 1:00 pm – 6:00 pm.  Advanced tickets are $20,

and on the day of the tour tickets will be $25.  Tickets may be purchased at the The Old Cooper

County Jail or The Windy Nest, or by calling the Friends office at (660)882-7977.

The tour will feature five historic homes and one church, the Evangelical United Church of Christ

on Spring Street.  This year’s homes include those of Don and Lisa Street on Santa Fe Trail, Karen

Hsu on High Street, Terry and Joyce Davis on Spring Street, Jim and Brenda Merryfield on Fourth

Street, and the Bricktorian Downtown Airbnb on Spring Street owned by Beth Adair and Lisa

Dority.

Headquarters for the tour this year will be at the Hain House.  That’s where visitors may not only

purchase tickets and pickup wrist bands, but can also do some Christmas shopping at our Hain

House Christmas Market. Friend’s merchandise featuring our three historic properties will be on

sale at this pop-up shop.  Other vendors that will be set up at Hain House so far include: Nutty

Berry Farm’s fruit spreads and butters; Taylor’s Bake Shop Hain House cookies; and Wool and

Cotton Company, no.219 handmade woolen gift items.

So grab some friends, and come get into the holiday spirit by touring some beautiful Boonville

homes all decked out for Christmas!  Watch for pictures and more details closer to the event on

our Facebook page, Missouri Life and Inside Columbia magazines, KWRT, and the Boonville Daily

News.

Misty Langston - Christmas Homes Tour Committee Member, Board Member
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Giving in the Garden

On a hot mid-August morning, Friends of Historic Boonville volunteers and gardeners from the

Boonville Women’s Club spent time in the Hain House Gardens in preparation for the Missouri

River Festival of the Arts opening of the Art Show reception held in the gardens.    Many thanks
to the following:  Janice Cary, Sala Drake, Karen Hsu, Christy Johnson, Misty Langston, Glenn

Langston, Melinda Oswald, Terry Smith, Don Street, Lisa Street, Marla Stretz and Peggy

Tessendorf.  Several helpers were Master Gardeners, and they shared their many gardening

talents, including much needed pruning. The gardens looked lovely the evening of the reception

and because of their work that day, they continue to look their best!

The new underground watering system is such a wonderful addition!  As dry as this summer

turned out to be, having the watering system up and running made all the difference.  A very
special thank you to our anonymous “friend” for making this happen.  Before the watering

system was installed, as in years past, the Hain House Gardens relied on volunteers who took a

day each week to water the pots and plantings.  The plants and flowers would not have survived

without your dedication.  Thank you!

In addition to the Hain House Gardens, the Friends also have another garden at the Old Jail.

Thank you, Misty and Glenn Langston and Jane Lago!  The gardens at the Old Jail have never

looked lovelier!  We appreciate your taking the time the give those gardens the TLC they

deserve…

Work continues…Karen Hsu spent “many afterhours” time in the garden surroundings, which

needed a great deal of attention. Marla Stretz and Misty Langston divided a variety of perennials

which have now been planted in the bare back part of the garden.  And Kim Pirtle, not to be

outdone, did a major spruce up of the Hain House Garden in preparation for an October 19th

wedding.  Thanks to all these fine Friends who have gone the extra mile!

 

The Friends are planning a “putting the garden to bed” workday on Saturday, November 9 at 9:00

a.m. at the Hain House and then a quick trip to the Old Jail.   Calling all past and new volunteers!

A morning spent in the gardens in the fall will make the spring cleanup go much smoother. 

  

Thank you for your dedication to gardening in the Hain House Gardens and Old Jail Gardens.  It

is so appreciated!

Lisa Street - Garden Committee Chair, Board Member
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Save the Date for February 8!
On February 8, 2025, the guest artists and repertoire for the 50th Missouri River Festival of the

Arts in Thespian Hall will be revealed at “An Evening On Stage with David Halen.”

A gourmet meal and drinks will be served and Artistic Director David Halen will be performing

with his accompanist in addition to announcing the special guests for the 50th Missouri River

Festival of the Arts, August 21-23,2025.

This event is being held to raise money to paint the exterior of Thespian Hall. Tickets will be

$218.00 per plate and available to members of the Friends of Historic Boonville and Patrons of

the Missouri River Festival of the Arts.

“An Evening On Stage with David Halen” on February 8 will launch the 50th Festival and will kick

off the campaign to keep Thespian Hall, the “Crown Jewel of Boonville,” beautiful for the next 168

years.

More information will be coming out to you by email, Facebook, and ‘snail’ mail. It will be great

dining, a wonderful concert, and an exciting time to talk with David about our upcoming festival.

This is an opportunity to have world class entertainment and help preserve Thespian Hall for

future generations. Make plans to join us!
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Upcoming Events
Annual Membership Meeting

November 12, 2024 @ 6:30pm

Community Christmas Concert
December 3, 2024 @ 7pm

Christmas Homes Tour
December 14, 2024 @ 1pm-6pm 

Onstage at Thespian Hall with David Halen
February 8, 2025

Membership Renewals
As the end of the year approaches, many memberships will

be expiring.

In order to make the most of administrative time spent in

the office, memberships extend to the end of the current or

following year, depending on when the membership was

purchased, rather than tracking membership dates on a

case-by-case basis.

For example, if your membership was purchased in July,

2024, it will expire December, 2025, because the

membership was purchased closer to the end of the current

membership cycle than the beginning.  However, if your

membership was purchased in June, 2024, it will expire

December, 2024, because it was purchased closer to the

beginning of the membership cycle.  Patrons of the 2024

Festival of the Arts are members through December, 2025.

If you received this newsletter via email, but did not receive

a physical copy (barring a mailing issue), you are not in our

system as a member and will not receive newsletters in the

future unless membership is renewed.

If you’re unsure of your membership status, please call,

(660)882-7977, or email,

info@friendsofhistoricboonvillemo.org.

We ask for your patience as we take steps towards codifying

and systemizing our membership model.  The impact of your

membership toward our preservation and programming

efforts cannot be overstated.  Thank you so much!


